
         = NO EVIDENCE

         = SOME EVIDENCE

         = STRONG EVIDENCE

TAPS pyramid model: science assessment school self-evaluation tool

Pupils identify their 
existing ideas, learning 
needs and interests, and 
consider those of peers.

Pupils focus on science 
knowledge, understanding, 

skills and attitudes in 
learning objectives and 

success criteria

Pupils assess their own 
ideas and work against 

known criteria

Pupils assess peers’ ideas 
and work against known 

criteria

Pupils use assessment to 
advance their learning by 

acting on  feedback  

Pupils collaboratively (with 
peers/teachers) identify 

next steps in learning 

Teachers plan 
opportunities to 

elicit pupils’ science 
knowledge and skills

Teachers involve pupils 
in discussing learning 

objectives and 
criteria for success

Teachers gather evidence 
of their pupils’ learning 

through questioning/ 
discussion and 

observation

Teachers gather 
evidence of their 

pupils’ learning through 
study of the products of 

activities and tasks

Teachers use 
assessment to advance 

pupils’ learning by 
adapting the pace, 

challenge and 
content of activities

Teachers use assessment 
to advance pupils’ 
learning by giving 

feedback to students 
about how to improve

Teachers use assessment 
to advance pupils’ 

learning by providing 
time for students to 
UHƠHFW on and assess 

their own work

Teachers base their 
summative judgements of 
pupils’ learning on a range 

of types of activity

Teachers take part in 
moderation/discussion 

with each other of pupils’ work 
in order to align judgements

There is a shared 
understanding of 

progression in science 

Pupils are aware of the 
criteria by which their work 

over a period of time  
is judged

A manageable system 
for record-keeping is in 

operation to track and report 
on pupils’ learning in science

2. 
MONITORING 

OF PUPIL 
PROGRESS

Teachers summarise 
achievements in terms 

of what pupils can do, 
not only in terms of levels, 

grades or %

Parents/carers receive oral 
and written reports that 

identify the next steps for 
their children 

Summaries of pupil 
progress across the 

cohort draw on a range  
of information

3. 
SUMMATIVE 
REPORTING

Whole school 
reporting - How do 

we support validity and 
reliability of teacher 

assessment?

4.  
WHOLE-
SCHOOL 

REPORTING

 SAVE MY PROGRESS

DIRECTION OF 
INFORMATION FLOW 
THROUGH SCHOOL

FEEDBACK FROM DIALOGUE WITH SCHOOL 

LEADERSHIP, GOVERNORS AND PARENTS INFORMS 

CHANGES TO SCIENCE ASSESSMENT

TEACHER- 

PUPIL/PARENT 

CONFERENCES 

INCLUDE DIALOGUE 

ON ATTAINMENT  

IN SCIENCE

SCHOOL: DATE:

1.  
ONGOING 

FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT
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